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hne I trdy enjor using my sonewhat costlX 100-plurpound. The constainediryd MDF dd high
g1o$, cdbon 6ber finished npper secrion

of ine cha$is supports the platttr b€a.
lng $.t xcconmodates dt sub platter.

A polshed anti st tic belt comects the

sub-plattet to the motoi The sub-platter

mates wi6 dE mam plafter to form the

drive systeh dd top sudace for plryins
records. The maln plitter, made from
solid aluminum, is e*ended in .li.metlr
for rdd..l roraionai ine.tia dd featues

a bonded mat (consrsctld ftoh reclcled

vinyl to achieve optinal couplinswiil the

record) The uppd section of dE Plnth
also holds drc tone,m asemb\a

fhe tonearh ls exclusire to, and spe-

cilically buiLt foi, the C'Shzrp. This com-
pbtery nN design incorporates what
EAT cals a naditional Cddd beding
for hodzontal movement thaCs been op
timi,ed fot high stabiliqr, ezse of use, md
lery low fticdon. Made from hddened

steel with zircon tips, d1e Cdda! beding
is lubricated widr sllcon bxsed grease fiat
ddpens toreaim resonances by more

thd 50 perced ftom baseline m@sure-

hents taho without jts incorpootion
in dre asdb!, Vertjcal moemdt is

achieved via a pd of taditlonal, but lery
high ptecision, ABECT bal-race bed
ings position€d 180 degtes froh each

othei An additional uni pivot ddping
pn seNes as 2 final Pdt of this hYbrid

isolared suspenslon, vacum hold dovn, la+e-fooFrint tuntable, it is only senslble to
acknowledge the fact rhat it is not what every audiophne is looking foi There are pldty
of music loveis who feel dut findcial outlays of this m€nitude are best allocated else-

where and who, quite po$ibh donl hale the sPace (or desiie) to house a vinyl pla]'b,ck

slstem of such stc dd weight ln thei homes.

The C-Sharp froD the Europed Audio Tem, the fouth tuhtable in dt LAT l$eup,

may be a sensible alttrlative to mega tables for mmy listeners. EAT is d offshoot of
Pro Jecr, vhich is perhaps the worldt largest tuntable nduf.ctwi The three other

turntables in the EAT line de the Forte, Forte S, dd the E F1at. Aftd the success of
ihese rhee previous efforts, EAT set out to make a model dht had a smalie! retro-

dodern fooprint. With a protle dut EAT calts "superdar," dt $4000 C Sh.rp ($4500

when otdaed with the Ottofon Qulntet BlacL cxftiidge) may actua$' 6t pdfecdy in
many uses' homes, md potentially supplis standaid setring perforn@ce foi its price.

Consbucled from wh.t EAT caLls "hishest-ddsiq"' MDI-, ctbon Eber, and tha
moplastic elastohd, invefted cone shaped, internal sddwich supports, the low'profie
double cha$is is whit sivs dE C Sharp its 'tuPeiflat" silhouette. I neasued , height

of approimately 27.5mm (1 1/8") for Se chassis combimtion. At d1e bottom are thiee

elastoner-ddped, xdjustzble feet to pt@ide clemnce and to anow leveling of the 1a

ble. l'inished ln 
^ 

high-glos pioo black lacque4 ihe lowei chassis is 25.4hn hkh The

moror is atrached to it to keep my vib€tions ftoh coupling to the Plattet beding dd
tonearm. On t]le lear of the loftr cha$is de trc connectors (one for tle exterfft speed

contoler dd mother for the tonearn cxble). Seven additional rcesed etouts located

on the inslde of ihe lower ch2ssis hold the elastomer dadpers used to isolate the lowr
section ftoh the upper section of rhe assembly.

... the Cardan beanng ls lubricated with
sil!con-based grease that dampens tonearm
resonances by more than 50 percent from
baseline measurements ...
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beMing rssembly. The mi-pivot danpng
ph plunses into a sliicon-bzsed gei th.r is
siid to tuirher dmpd vibEtions and to
ptutde additional support for the hori-
zond bearing. EAI: srys thc headshell is
hade fron a lkhq bui inndible aluni
num Sat h,kes for a stable fomdrrion
for cdtridge mouting A tigld, crbon
fiber dmtubc coMects lhe headshel ro
the tonearo bedins sfmbly. AI key
features for cartridge ,lignment md id-
justrbilitv are aall,ble on the ronearn
OTA/SRA, \IIq azimuth. anti{kate.
and a slotted hezdsheU for overhmg and

The C-Shdp diived n, vell designe.l
box witb a t\Jee tiered interial section.

Jus rbove the top section were the user
haoual and aI $e serup tools needed
(cxcept for r hcking force sause). The
top sectlon itself contained the counrer
wetght, record clmp ts of rhe rhree
feet, and rhc sub piitter The middle sec

tion housed the assehbled cha$is with
tonearn, indudins L\e pre instaled or-
toton Quhtet Black canridge (if ordered
with $e 'table). The lower section con
tained rhe plarrer fhe notor conrolter
ms locat€d in a side pouch that tnve^ed

The usd hmu"l detaik serup n a step-
by step fashion to ailoe easy inst,llation
md assdblr. I had no issues $nth ii other
th^n S /in fol Stq 1, vhLh tefdences
rhe use of a 1.5nm hex key to remove
a locking screw A sm,il sLofted screw-

d.iler is ectu,llt requiled to rmor the
mi pivot locking scee, which secues
the uni'pivot cove! in oidd to acce$
the zimuth adiustnent. Ore other irem
in L\e Dmual worrh henrioning is thar
EAT recomdds dlat whcn using the
recoid clamp, it shornd not be scrwed
doen. The sdew-doM tuncnon is orq'
to be used .s a merns of insdlng dd re-
movhg the hdn pLatter duing asdbly

If rhe 'able is odered with the Ortofon
Quinter Blact, EAT \ili inst l and ser up
the cdtridge for a Lfgren A/Baeaald
alighent As a ulue'added benelir
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V,\NA Ltl. thc LrS distrlbutor) offers the

option of changrng to lotgretr B or UNl
DIN ,liglmeni at the tim€ of ordering 2t no

a.lditiorel chtge. Uslng the Acousticel SFrems

SNL{RIractor cdtridse,lBment system, I
c)'.led thJolgh all fire€ optlons ind senled on
the L,fsid A/Bacsald xlismdt that I dnd
nost xpPfop@te for my laste, whlch spxs
multiple gdes of nusic, as \1111 rs etly to

The lcgendarr j,zz tunpeter, Clark Terry,

pa$ed ewal at dre age of 94 fre .]ey before

rhe C{hrlP was a$emblcd znd ready to play
records. I becrme estue of dt l.xs ol this

gr€at talenr the dry I set the lablc up. As a son
of tiibute,l mnied the ftst piece of music I
pi"yed to be somedring ftom Clerh Tery, so I
ieached into my viryl librzrl sithout lool'ing
for m,fning n pdticular, and pule.l out onc
ol hls later worhs titied P/tdl' on Se Chesky

Iabel. -Although Terrt' !2s sk+eight when

this lecording sas ne.Le (on ihe dal after his

b;thday, in 1989, ai R(i!s Studio I on 44d

Stieet in Manh,thn) his plxiaB is delighrtull
\routhful yct masterfin\ contolled. tsiom the

6$t trach. 'Pemies ftoh Heatcn" to the

Lst, "I Donl Wama B€ Kissed," I listcned

I lstened nonstop with the exception
of getting up to turn the record over, of
course. There was no compelling reason
to adjust anything.

nonstop wjth rhe e'ception of getting up io tltn the record ord, ol couse
there was no compellins reason n) adjust ,nrahiog. On "Pennies from Hcaven"

Vicrd ciskint bes soLo ws crisp xnd t1ght, 
^nd 

on time. Ba$ lines $€re casy

to follN' and the rhthmic flow of all ftacks \as , joy to hea. I deiived e.{ded

pleasure from how s'ell the C Sherp/Quintet Bhcr wds able to l.eef up sith
.hummer l.wis Nxsh's delic2te btushwort. lvy favorite tide on this l.P s 'Jie at

Fi*"; Tcry's scatting md plqng ls tled vilh so much dlnamic exprcssion that

it becomes .Llficdt to do atrIthing ,'r listen. With this hndom PicL thc C-Shdp

zllosad me to remembc! one of iaz's steat t1unpc1!6.
Nd! I queued up 'I:ior LfI NIo'o worling" from C]rrence "Gxtenourh"

Rt1lts J:taM/iag It Cro, d,.n 2lbum produced in the sme r€d (1989) I was

srrock bI this uck's propulsive dri\rc and slighdr ioundcd but stbngd bass As

prescnted br the c-ShaQ/Quintet Bl&L Gxtemou$'s guitlr hxd less bite aDd

dynanic expre$iotr than I'm usc<l to hcarins, but eve4'thing stjll pssessed husical

flow. Although I odr lnteflded to listet to one trxck, I found mysclf Phying the

Switching to Simply Red's P,irz 4,,&, the 'Holding Back 6e Ye!s" i2ck Fo
duced a siniLr skht\ rounded sound Sat Ms bis on lowd ftequencics; as a t

76 July/Auqusi 2015 drmidrErud



nnq t]re brss rd d{rms nued cli)rr ni
ihxing cctrrdr $ge \irl i\li.k Hr.linill's
t1)crls. \r rhc \rnc .n c, rhc .rdrxls
nrrcd brd. i litrle bi, in ,hc frcicn r
tio.. Phring 'Rd tJo\" icldca iin, hr
rc{n,i. \'irh Lhc s1.,c,c.rl.nclov.r.,ls
io\.r i-rcquc.cl ;isrr!!]enE nro,lrg tu
tht ti,relio.t .n.1 higher Eelrcn.les aL
nrg . nep t1drer bxclt

Frm thc Pxbl. rcc.,d hbel.I l(rcncd
nr I.c Pxsi ard l_:l1.li.zg!ml.l\ l!81 trl

bum tt,,-! I-,/r Od ,bc r.rcLt "C.nF
l.nrc," (hc CShiry trc(nc,l l:lhi
\ordfriLl, fin.[ss \o].r rni drirL!.
!\t,ession \llleloe Prsi lb..cz surxr
hi derebodr mrl sereur rnour* of
plersnrg (rne (n.r (\s\nh rhe nxne.i
drc o,l,cr ilbunr mcn rcd, I couldd,
lcsin Lls o,;re Lo Lorh si(l.s.l Lhis .Lll

T[c c sh..t,'Quft( BhcL n,.f.
tlnred dr tenr!. xdd dl Lfi. die
.{rn,rel1 !d rhe Iilxr irr Rccoftls rLi\ e

Di fie ory,rml EIII rec.dnre ,)i lh\
scnci! i-. al Lrlld Dnbic. ()tr.c rgxnr.
this ftnr.bi€,/cxrridgc (Dl). ifplxrld
io t.ilr ri7. ,bc ld\rr r.gisL.rs .a ln\1ru
f\aus. \L\lli still prc!niis rh. rq.n,s
oi h,:n ke!uer., tero,si(lr rltluugh
rt lcrels rcdn.rd h xDrtlitrLlc ri ill,s
lh! lN end. ll'U c\pl.ir \hil ..urrs

(itrc. m! obr^rrio.s ilrfl h. L.
l,lrLOr oi dtr' C Sfirt,/Qu,nu u r.L. I

vutert r, d corer rLrdL chtrctcrnrr
\cre ttuibur.ble &, \hi.h .oDt,dent.
So.I tr{ s\itchcd .ut the Qurntr llxdi
r lisrllcl thc rin dcd llnl (l)libi .n
tridSe. SpDt.l,..\r,it !rn( ol r1,. sin!'
r€cords ntnllned rbore irs rr Iis.,m
.ficrs) rc\axled the (l shr{r nrlcrnD's
xbiliLr..le. &is .arillg! \inrcxr l]$t
ol lls irrribltcs $iiln trnr i(nrs oi
conrtonrc on i.r rc.ods phrcli. Som.
ol tl,! notibic chi crcrlnics ol this txF
ti.llr C.llbr m ns chil\: sl{ir r .
:ient Lespo.se. Lib.r.tl.!t \ell co.1ro lcd
Lryh heituen.re:, xdd sl]gl,rl\ \t.r brt
rcdr.ed brss oul1rLt. \i:1fi ir n*nlled n,
drc a Shilt, drc n sic Sxined \pxrue n,
.1,c iot rgire$ x n"i dr dre alurtet
Bh.Li alv, hxd,.dr xt x mr.h I(Ner onr.

tu. lcrcl. ()rcull. .hc Colibri\?\ morc

Specs &

Be t-driven turntab e

33/45rpm, dr ven by

33rpm+/_

0.OAo/0, 45rpm +/-0.09%
+/'< o.o1'/o

:: : 40dB

: : :: : ::0 3'oq

:::16,59

Pr cing

254mm

13.5 kg (iurntabLe)

+ 0.5 kq (separate control

. 54500 wlth Ortofon

VANA LTD. {U.S.

724 Third Sheei, Unit C

1425) 610-4532

:
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gcoerous in lls top reglsteJs. vhile the Qunter Bl,ck iended to 6I
in the bottom oncs. Like chocolate or vdilta, there Ms norhing
inhtrddl' wong wjth d$er of rhesc cafttidges on rhe C Sha+j
vhich you .l prefer would be a manq of pdsoml prefetenc.

I b€sm ro muse .hout rhc Qujnret Blackt sound chdacrc'
because it rcnded to remind me of rhe "ideal,Ee curcs
prosnmmcd into hrny digitd srgn.l procc$ing basd @SP)
tooh corrcction systems, Nhicn rdd ro have a slow but stedily
decldng frequdc)' response slope ftom rhc iows ro rhe hjghs.
In d cffoit to satisfv my cunosity. I cheched rhe fiequency
responsc of the Quinret Blac!. md thc ftsults (resardles of
SRA setting) showed sonething snnihr to the tdser curves of
.oom cofiection devices. Thjs obserqrion helped me uodeFtand
why the Quinte! Biack successtully rrxced hish ftequcnoes, .lbeir
ai redtrc€d oftput levels, bur had more gderous low fteguenLr-
output relarive to sohe ol thc othtr cxrtrldges rhat mezsure hore
linedl\l I want to point oDr that this isnl such a bad thi.g givc!
rhe multitude of hot aod/or thh soundi.g, non-xdiophiLe
recordings h clrclnztjon. To fie contrary, redudnA a lftle upper
octale enersy d Dhra detail cm ield more enjoFble List!tug
sc$lons in $ese cases. Thjs ls especially true for those who want
lo re e+edencc some notsso-ftI recorded husjc of rhe past-

Isolatioo is alwi$ somethjng to consider when purch$ing e
turntable dd tudns thc nght locition for it i! your listening
roon. \v}ne d1e C ShaT has inteh,l damping within lts sand
rich.hxssis 2s well as elastoher-d,mpcd reer cde should bc tah
etr with lts placcnent. The iop .h$sjs is a bri live!, when touched
or tapped-nough to hetr sound throush dr speakers. This

livclines cm result in the 'table bci.g suscepttble ro airbohe or
robust floorborne vibhtions. Acoustic feedbacL, cspecially frDm
powtrtul bass heat' tnnsients, can pototially cause turntable
systehs to oscillate. For my evaiuation, pircing dt C-Sh?+ o.
a tigld corne. shelf piov ed sufficietrt isolation for dl bDr the
nos deoardirg husic pl"yed back 2t amplitudes fd bqo.d nor
hrl Istedng l€vels. If you tend to play vcrl, loud, lou may eithtr
need to conslder some addition2l lsolarior ot to irnd a different
location fot the 1able. (Ihese commcnrs de not exclDsive to fie
c Sha4r and should be considered with an), trnrabtc)

Thc speed stablliit' of the C Shrp s6 dcelienr. The min rs-
son for fie head-bopp4q drire znd renDl}abte timi.g I dpd-
enced during hy elaluation wq6 the tablet drive systeh-vith
which I could tnd no fzulr. Well done.

'Ite combjnation ot thc C Shdrp md Qdrtet tstack p'oduccd
appe,ling sound that had rhythmic dinr and made nezrty every
lhing I spun fun to lisrco to. Wlile nor thc most detatled prcscn
tation, the combo jusr phyed the music on near\ eveirrhnB I
threw at it. AlthouAh it leched the uki@te rsnution and com
pietc neutralitr of piicier an2los fronr cnds, dre c Sharp/Quintet
Black had i way of codvncing dris lisilner that tts 'tins" of omis
sion were hore than acceprable. Indced,I found mrelf spendhg
mote time listening to complere albums dulng rhc reriew pernrd
Sd vhat I d originally allocered.

Iis ]@th menioning drar e buyd (n acqdc d ortoftn Quin
tet Black et what amounts to 50 pdcdt off retdL price when i is
purchased as pdt of rhe C Shdp packasc. And rlat o.ny sweerens
dr dcal on a cohbo fiaas suft to please with its no noxscnsc pcr
forlrmce, md musical diive that keets on givbg. bs


